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Storm coming for S.F. hospitality industry:
City will lose 1 million visitors over next two
years
Hotels in San Francisco may take a big
financial hit over the next two years, with the

loss of one million convention attendees due
to the Moscone Center's renovation.
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The $500 million Moscone center expansion
will add 300,000 square feet to the convention
center.

undergoing a $500 million expansion project, which will increase the space
from 625,600 square feet to 888,300 square feet, and add 42 percent more
usable space. The project is expected to be completed by fall 2018 and will

eventually help fill more hotel rooms and restaurant seats in San Francisco, but
in the short-term its closure will hurt local businesses.
Moscone's 70 or so annual events are responsible for generating a significant
amount of San Francisco's tourism revenue: around 20 percent of the total

planners to book meetings in hotels, such as offering free Wi-Fi.
"We're focused on building different types of meetings," said D'Alessandro.
"We won't make up for all of it by any means, but some of it."
SFTravel is also building more international business and attracting visitors
from China and the United Kingdom, which have been some of the strongest
tourism markets for San Francisco.
While Swig believes that the shortfall of attendees won't be a disaster due to

the city's strong corporate economy and tourist economy, he said that

businesses directly around Mo

going to suffer. He predicts that sma11 restaurants and snops in the area w111 be

hurt.

"I can tell you that there's a big storm coming and it's guaranteed to drop 10
inches of water on the ground," Swig said. "Even if businesses say 'Yeah I'm
prepared for it' , it's still going to affect you."
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